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Mass on campus

The Catholic Campus Ministry celebrates
a 30-minute Mass at 11:30 a.m. every
Wednesday on the front lawn of the Main
Building. After Mass, students are invited
to lunch at the Newman Center, 1910
University Blvd. Also on Thursday, the
ministry holds PAW (Praise, Adoration
and Worship) from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
Biomedical Sciences courtyard. For more
information, or to become a member,
call Karla Rodriguez at 541-9697 or at
krodriguez@cdob.org.

RiSA Science Cafe

The RiSA Science Cafe will be held at
7:30 p.m. Nov. 3 at El Hueso de Fraile,
837 E. Elizabeth St. The café will consist of
informal discussion with local experts on a
wide range of topics including science, art
and the humanities. Refreshments will be
available for purchase at the cafe. Live music
will follow the talks. Admission is free. For
more information, email Joey Shapiro
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the Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy,
at jkey@phys.utb.edu.
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(SBA) participating lenders such as BBVA
Compass, JP Chase Morgan and micro
lenders ACCION Texas and PeopleFund
will speak about their special products and
services available to veterans and small
businesses from 9 to 11 a.m. Nov. 4 at the
University of Texas Pan American Business
Development and Innovation Building, 1407
E. Freddy Gonzalez Dr. in Edinburg. Veterans
can also meet with representatives from the
Veterans Business Outreach Center
and learn about the free technical assistance
available for small businesses. To RSVP,
contact Economic Development Specialist/
Veterans Representative Reynaldo D.
Vasquez at 427-8533, Ext. 300, or at
reynaldo.vasquez@sba.gov.

Internship for all majors

The Congressional Hispanic Caucus
Institute
seeks
full-time
college
undergraduate students who are interested
in participating in the 2015 Spring
Congressional Internship Program.
Students of all majors who have an interest
in the development of public policy and who
have demonstrated leadership abilities may
apply at www.apply.chci.org. The deadline to
apply is Nov. 7.

Volunteers needed

Department seeks volunteers for the Art
Crawl, an event in commemoration of Día de
los Muertos, scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m. Nov.
1 and 2. For more information, call Teodoro
Estrada at 698-0193.
The first Rio Grande Arts and Science
Festival (RiSA) seeks volunteers for RiSA
Latina Day, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 6; RiSA Student
Day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 7; and RiSA Community
Day, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Nov. 8 on the UT Brownsville
campus. To register for volunteering, visit
utbrisa.eventbrite.com.

UT-Brownsville is looking for freshman
volunteers to take the Collegiate Learning
Assessment (CLA). The assessment measures
critical thinking, analytic reasoning, problemsolving and written communication skills. The
results will include participants’ strengths and
weaknesses on these skills to help them develop
and, in the future, focus their academic resources
more appropriately. Volunteers’ names will be
placed in a drawing for a free Kindle Fire. To
schedule a testing time, contact Steve Wilson,
director of Academic Assessment, at 882-7110.
The Brownsville School District Fine Arts
The Moody Clinic, 1901 E. 22nd St., seeks
volunteers to assist with its annual poinsettia
fundraiser during the first week of November.
Call Development Coordinator Christine
Cavazos at 542-8504 for more information.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Oct. 13 and 17.

9:28 a.m.: A staff
member reported a tablet
computer missing from
SET-B 1.376. He told
University Police the last
time he saw the tablet was on
Oct.1 and noticed it missing on Oct. 9. The
tablet was said to be inoperable but the staff
member does not believe it was sent out to be
fixed. The case is under investigation.

Oct. 14

9:38 a.m.: A University Police officer
arrested a driver and a passenger of a
vehicle for exceeding the speed limit on
West University Boulevard. The driver of
the vehicle had an active arrest warrant for
driving while intoxicated and was taken into
custody. The passenger had a strong odor of
alcohol emitting from his breath. The officer
conducted the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus
test on the passenger, who failed it three times.
The passenger was placed into custody for
public intoxication and both were transported
to the Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center.
The vehicle was impounded.
10:07 a.m.: An officer was dispatched to the
Life and Health Sciences Building in regard

Veterans Day ceremony

UT Brownsville and Veterans Upward
Bound will host its 15th annual Veterans
Day Ceremony at 11 a.m. Nov. 11 on the
front lawn of the Main Building. In case of
inclement weather, the ceremony will be held
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. For more
information, contact Rene Valdez, director
of Veterans Upward Bound, at 882-7609 or at
rene.valdez@utb.edu.

--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

Meetings
Peer support group

Student Health Services sponsors a
confidential support group for students who have
suffered trauma. The meetings will be held from
1 to 2 p.m. Thursday and Nov. 13 in Cortez Hall
220. Participants will learn new skills to enhance
their life. For more information, call Counselor
Leticia Fierros-Garza at 882-3896.

Veteran Females United

The Veteran Females United Support
Group will meet at noon Nov. 7 and 21 in
Cortez Hall 137. Learn about veterans’ medical
and compensation benefits, veterans’ resources,

transitioning, healthy relationships, self-care and
more. Spouses of female veterans are welcome.
Lunch will be provided. For more information,
contact Arlene Laboy, project coordinator for
the Violence Against Women Campus Program,
at 882-6513 or arelene.laboy125@utb.edu.

Overeaters Anonymous

POLICE REPORTS
Oct. 13

Health fair

The Community Development Corp. of
Brownsville will sponsor Saludable, a free
health fair, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 8 at La
Hacienda Casitas, 3567 W. Business Hwy.
83 in Harlingen. Free diabetes screenings
will be conducted and there will be Zumba
classes, cooking demonstrations and free
bike rentals. Several health organizations will
provide informational materials or services.
CDCB is hosting the event in partnership with
the University of Texas School of Public
Health, the City of Brownsville, the
City of Harlingen and La Cocina Alegre.
For more information, contact Project
Coordinator Luciana Morales at 541-4955,
Ext.124, or at lmorales@cdcb.org.

to a chemical spill in the microbiology lab. A
student came into contact with the chemical
and immediately used the emergency shower
to wash off the chemical. Emergency medical
services evaluated, treated and released the
student at the scene. Environmental Health
and Safety was notified of the chemical spill,
which they properly cleaned.
11:46 p.m.: A custodian reported a
suspicious man inside the lobby of Salón
Cassia. University Police asked the man to
leave the building since it was closed to the
public.

Oct. 16

3:15 p.m.: Two shirtless men were reported
inside a University Library study room
accompanied by several individuals. A library
staff member said the two men left the area
before she was able to make contact with
them. A student who reserved the study
room said she did not know the men and that
they were with another man from her study
group. The case was forwarded to the Office of
Judicial Affairs.
4:11 p.m.: A student reported a suspicious
man who approached her at the University
Library Café and asked her questions that
made her feel uncomfortable. The student said

Overeaters Anonymous, a program of
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at 6:30
p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall 220. For
more information call Martha Sanchez at 8828952.

Co-Dependency Anonymous

Co-Dependency Anonymous meets every
Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Casa
Bella student housing complex. For more
information, call Student Health Services
Counselor Lynn Black at 882-3896.

Busy Moms

Busy Moms, a free support group for all female
UTB students, meets from noon to 1 p.m. every
Friday in Cortez Hall 220. For more information,
call Licensed Clinical Social Worker Sandra
Rubio at 882-3896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

the man sat at the table she was studying and
got up saying he would be back momentarily.
She left before he could return. The incident is
under investigation.

Oct. 17

12:05 p.m.: A student reported receiving
threatening text messages from an unknown
person. The student said he was in fear of
his safety and would like to press criminal
charges against the person responsible for
sending the text messages. The case is under
investigation.
12:49 p.m.: A faculty member reported that
the anti-theft device on a projector in the Life
and Health Sciences Building had been cut.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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‘Honor the Past, Embrace the Future’
Homecoming Week to feature an array of activities, contests and athletic games
Oscar Castillo

Keep calm
and say, Boo!
Halloween Havoc to take place
Wednesday night

THE COLLEGIAN

Fifteen activities, including six soccer
and volleyball home games, are part of
UT Brownsville’s Homecoming Week,
which begins today.
The theme of Homecoming 2014 is
“Honor the Past, Embrace the Future.”
Student Engagement Director Heather
Olague said the school will celebrate its
final year as UTB by going “out with a
bang.”
“It’s our last year as UTB, but there
are still many exciting things to come,”
Olague said when asked about the
homecoming theme. “So it’s important to
remember where you’ve come from, but
it’s also important to know where you’re
going.”
Throughout
the
week,
student
organizations can earn points for prizes
by participating in events. The student
organization with the most points at the
end of Homecoming Week will receive
$200. To register, visit the Office of
Student Engagement.
To kick off Homecoming Week, the
Office of Student Engagement will host
Ozzie’s Roarin’ Rally from noon to 1
p.m. today in the Main Building’s Gran
Patio. Students are invited to meet the
UTB athletes and enjoy free ice cream.
Organizations can earn 10 extra points
for participating in the pep rally.
In the Where’s Ozzie contest, papers
with “Ozzie” written on them will
be hidden throughout campus and
organizations can earn 10 points for
every 20 “Ozzies” they find.
On Tuesday, “Traces to Remember,” a
ceremony honoring Holocaust survivor
and Brownsville resident Leon Horn, will
take place from 10 a.m. to noon in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Tuesday night, students in teams
of four can participate in the Ocelot
Scavenger Hunt, where they will search
for items related to UTB, Homecoming
and the Homecoming theme. All teams
must report by 6:30 p.m. to the Casa
Bella club house. The scavenger hunt will
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Rebeca Rodriguez, a sophomore communication major, sets up posters to promote the series of
events that will take place during Homecoming Week, starting today and ending Saturday. The
events include Ozzie’s Roarin’ Rally, Traces to Remember, Ocelot Scavenger Hunt, Sidewalk Chalk
Competition, Midnight Prowl, Homecoming Parade and Tailgating.

start at 7 p.m. and end at 9 p.m.
First-place winners will receive 45
points, four $10 gift cards, Homecoming
T-shirts, UTB cups and Ocelot bang
sticks; second-place winners will receive
35 points, Homecoming T-shirts, UTB
cups and Ocelot bang sticks; and thirdplace winners will receive 25 points
and Homecoming T-shirts. Student
organizations who participate will earn
10 extra points.
Students are encouraged to help
decorate the campus for Homecoming
from 8 a.m. to noon Wednesday.
Organization members can earn 15
extra participation points for their
club by decorating the sidewalks
around the Student Union and Main
buildings. Artwork must relate to UTB,
Homecoming and the Homecoming
theme. The team with the best chalk
decoration will win a Homecoming
T-shirt. First place receives 45 points;
second place, 35 points; and third place,

Spooky downtown

25 points.
Thursday, students can enjoy a
matchup between the UTB Women’s
Soccer Team and Huston-Tillotson
University at 1 p.m. in the Brownsville
Sports Park, located at 1000 Sports Park
Blvd. in Olmito. After that match, the
UTB Men’s Soccer Team will also battle
it out with Huston-Tillotson University
at 3 p.m. in the Brownsville Sports Park.
The first 50 students to attend the event
wearing white attire will receive a free
UTB towel.
University Recreation would like all
students to show their Ocelot pride and
get a cardio workout by helping decorate
the campus in orange and blue at the
Midnight Prowl. The event will take place
from 9 p.m. to midnight at Casa Bella.
Refreshments will be provided after the
decorating ends. Organizations can earn
25 extra participation points.
“These are their last home games for

See HOMECOMING, Page 14

Halloween Havoc is
one of UT Brownsville’s
biggest events of the year
and this time around, it will
take place at Casa Bella.
FJRM Avenue, the street
on which the student housing complex
is located, will close down for the
celebration, which is scheduled from 6 to
11 p.m. Wednesday.
The Office of Student Engagement
and the Campus Activities Board will
host Halloween Havoc with a medley
of screams, tricks and treats for the
community.
UTB students will be able to enter a
drawing for a free bicycle.
The schedule of events includes:
--7:30 p.m.: Fear Factor. Those
interested in participating in the contest
must register at the festival.
--8:30 p.m.: Monster Mash Dance
Competition. The first-place winner will
receive a $100 cash prize and second
place will win $50. Organizations
must register at the Office of Student
Engagement by 5 p.m. today.
--9:30 p.m.: Costume Contest. Those
interested in participating in the contest
must register during the festival and the
person, couple, group or child with the
most creative and eye-catching costume
will win.
Student organizations will sell pizza,
hamburgers, nachos, cupcakes, puffed
rice treats and brownies and other
snacks.
Other activities include a cake walk,
face painting, bowling, a dart game,
Lotería, scary movies by the pool, a
haunted house and haunted inflatable
maze, which will be located on the empty
lot next to Casa Bella. There will be a $5
fee to enter the haunted house.
The festival is free and open to the
public.

Group hears tales on Shades of Haunted History Walking Tour
Oscar Castillo

THE COLLEGIAN

Anthony Knopp, professor emeritus
of history at UT Brownsville, led a group
of Brownsville residents downtown and
gave them a presentation of the historical
and possibly haunted buildings there.
The Brownsville Heritage Complex
hosts the annual Shades of Haunted
History Walking Tour. The focus of
the tour is to educate people in the
interesting history of the buildings and
the community.
The tour began at 6:30 p.m. Thursday
at the Heritage Museum, located next to
the Stillman House on East Washington
Street, with a group of 34 people,
including UTB and Texas Southmost
College students.
The Stillman House was built by
Henry Miller, owner of the Miller Hotel
in downtown Brownsville, and rented
to Charles Stillman. Stillman was the
founder of Brownsville and a partner in
the firm of M. Kenedy and Co., “which
opened in the Rio Grande to steamboat

navigation and controlled much of the
commerce of northern Mexico from 1848
to 1868,” according to a plaque in front
of the house.
In 1853, yellow fever broke out in
Brownsville, and Stillman and his family
moved to Connecticut permanently. In
1858, Miller sold the house to Manuel
Treviño de los Santoscoy, Mexican consul
in Brownsville. One hundred years later,
one of Stillman’s great-grandsons bought
the home and donated it to the City of
Brownsville to keep as a museum.
“I ran into some of the Treviños’ young
girls, who had been living here back in
the 1950s, and they said when they were
living here, back in that time, they said
it was ‘spooky’ to live in the Stillman
House,” Knopp said, “because everybody
moved out of Brownsville downtown.
“There was nobody living down here
anymore … It would be kind of an eerie
thing to be out at night when you were a
young girl back in the 1950s.”
Knopp later took the group to the first
Cameron County courthouse, built in

Anthony Knopp, professor emeritus of history at UT Brownsville, motions to the first Cameron
County courthouse, 1131 E. Jefferson St., which is now the Rio Grande Masonic Lodge No. 81, during
the Shades of Haunted History Walking Tour, held Thursday night in downtown Brownsville.

1882 at 1131 E. Jefferson St. It remained
a courthouse until 1912.
“Notice that it’s still in existence, not a
courthouse anymore because it was sold
to the Masons,” Knopp said.
He then pointed to the windows on the
second floor.
“You’ll notice all the windows are
blocked in on the second floor because
for a long time, the Masons had secret

rituals that they didn’t want people to
see,” Knopp said. “It was a tradition in
the Masonic lodges not to have windows
because their rituals were secret.”
Knopp also mentioned the convenience
of having a jail behind the courthouse, as
well as a “hanging tree.”
“Just bring the prisoner from the
courthouse, not much problem, and

See TOURS, Page 15

4

opinion

Monday, October 27, 2014

The Collegian

The horrors
of reality
Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN

It’s Halloween
Week,
and
although many
people
may
not enjoy or
consider it an
actual holiday, I
think Halloween
is
wonderful.
It’s
probably
one of the few
days that made me the happiest as a kid,
and now that I’m older, in a way it takes
me back to those happy moments spent
with friends and family, before I became
a boring adult.
Aside from the ghosts and monsters
a normal kid would be scared of, I was
always afraid of the thought of growing
up. Life itself scares me more than
anything hiding in the dark.
The thought of one day leaving home
for good is petrifying. Not being with
my parents has always been a horrific
thought for me and now that I am in
college, the reality of it all is hitting me
right in the face.
I don’t think I am ready but, honestly,
who is? Right?
For a short time, in what I consider my
rebellious stage of adolescence, my only
goal was to get out of this small town that
has been my home for almost a decade.
The idea of life on my own seemed so
simple: to leave and make it by myself,
go to school, get a job and have a good life
independently. However, I never realized
that nothing is as easy as that.
In my short time in college, I’ve learned
numerous life lessons. Even though it
seems like you’re granted freedom, there
are a cluster of strings attached that, in
reality, you have more restrictions than
freedom itself. I’m sure I don’t only speak
for myself when I say I wish I hadn’t
taken my childhood years for granted.
Sometimes my schoolwork interferes
with my assignments for my job and
it seems as if I am in a deep hole and
it’s impossible to get out. Sometimes I
reminisce about simpler times in life and
wish I could go back, but the fact of the
matter is I’ve made it this far; I have to
keep going.
It’ll get tough, it’ll make you want your
mom, but it teaches you that in the end
all you have is yourself. You learn that
you shouldn’t push those who love and
care about you aside. You’re alone, but
you can make it.
It’s like what one of my closest friends
wrote, “Some days I just want to fall
down and call it quits. Some days I feel
like a wall of bricks surrounds me. Yet,
I do not believe in making excuses or
limits. I believe in never giving up and
fighting.”

THE COLLEGIAN ONLINE
POLL QUESTION:

Do you feel safe
on campus?

MYSTERY WORD
HINT: G _ _ _ _ _

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Show your staff
importance of voting
I have lived in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley for more than 26 years, and have
tried to be as informed as possible about
every election.
The abominably low percentage of
registered voters who vote astounds me.
All public school superintendents, same
for principals, hospital administrators
and law enforcement officials should
meet with their employees and emphasize
the importance of voting.
If teachers, whose salaries depend
on the whim of legislators in Austin,
healthcare workers whose salaries and
the health of their clients also rest with
these legislators and law enforcement
officials whose lives and equipment are

connected with the legislators do not
vote, how will they appear to those they
serve?
These individuals in such important
positions are supposed to be leaders,
and one way to show that leadership is
through voting and the promotion of
voting.
To do less, is a disservice to yourself,
family and the entire Lower Rio Grande
Valley.
Ruth E. Wagner
Nurse and teacher

To Greg Abbott’s supporters
Conscience? Humanity?
Greg Abbott has been instrumental
in the cutbacks (refusing federal health
funds) facing South Texas health care
centers, as well as imposing cruelly

15 Seconds:Scary

restrictive abortion regulations.
Abbott is proud of his actions, and thus
expects they’ll win votes in the Texas
governor’s election.
Makes one wonder if his backers
have but even a drop of feeling for the
hundreds of thousands of men, women
and children who will see health care
centers’ doors locked, along with
countless women who find the legal
option of an abortion extremely costly,
nearly impossible.
Step back a second, Abbott supporters.
Do you really think physically and
torturing
your
too-often-faceless
neighbors is what you wish?
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

Submit your letter to the editor
via e-mail at collegian@utb.edu

Experience

Brandon Binder
Music education
sophomore

Mariana Arredondo
Estudiante de
enfermería de segundo
año

Hilda Martinez
Texas Southmost
College psychology
sophomore

“I was at the Camille
Playhouse,
here
in
Brownsville, and as I was
walking across the stage, I
saw someone sitting in the
house and I turned over and
no one was there. They’ve
told me that there are ghosts
there, so it was kind of scary.”

“En mi casa cuando todos
ya están dormidos y ya
es noche, las 12 a.m. ya
pasadas,
se
empiezan
a escuchar ruidos. Se
empiezan a abrir cajones, es
el ruido nada más, y también
crujidos de las ventana.
Están todos dormidos, no
puede ser nadie más”.

“I study at the Oliveira
Library. I usually stay
[until] around eight or
nine [in the evening],
and you hear some noises
in there. Since it was a
battlefield before, I could
relate to that a little bit.”
--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza

Kazmier Lumang
Mathematics
junior

“One time I was [having]
a dream, I guess; I was
laying in bed and I woke
up multiple times but it
seemed like I could never get
up. After about four or five
times, I guess I finally woke
up and I was able to move. In
between that I couldn’t even
do anything. … It’s kind of
crazy. I’m glad I woke up.”

The Collegian

November 4 general election: candidate profiles
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Carlos Cascos

Joe G. Rivera

Oscar X. Garcia

Juan Magallanes

Editor’s Note: The Collegian has
profiled the top contested posts in
Cameron County. Early voting ends Oct.
31 and Election Day is Nov. 4.
Name: Carlos Cascos
Hometown: Brownsville
Political Affiliation: Republican
Education: Bachelor’s degree in
political science from the University of
Texas at Austin and a certified public
accountant designation
Occupation: Cameron County judge
and certified public accountant
Family: Married, and has two daughters
Position seeking: Re-election for
Cameron County judge
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I served as a county
commissioner for nine years, three
consecutive terms, beginning in 1991
through 2oo2. Between 2002 and 2006,
I served at the state level. I was [a]
commissioner of the Texas Department of
Public Safety. I was one of three in charge
of the Department of Public Safety in the
state of Texas; that’s a gubernatorial
appointment. I ran for county judge as
a Republican in ’06 and got elected, ran
in 2010, got elected and now I’m running
in 2014. Since being county judge, I’ve
served on several statewide committees,
appointed either by the governor or the
Texas DPS. In terms of experience as a
candidate, my experience has been a
lot broader and a lot more intricate. My
opponent’s experience, of being county
clerk for over 30 years, is very limited.
As we speak right now, I’m on another
committee to determine how best to use
Proposition 1 monies, that’s on the ballot
this coming November. It’s the only
statewide amendment that’s on there. It’s
to vote to transfer part of the money from
oil and gas over to the Texas Department
of Transportation for infrastructure.
Everything from border security, freight,
Proposition 1 infrastructure and county
judge, the experience from that has been
pretty broad. I have a lot of confidence
from state leaders, which other people in
this race do not have.”
How many terms have you served
as county judge? “I’m finishing up my
second term.”
What are the duties of a county
judge? “I think you have to look at what
the state constitution says the duties are;
you can put it one of two ways. First of
all, every county in Texas has a county
judge. There are 254 counties in Texas.
Depending on the size of the county, those
duties differentiate, but there’s a core
function. The core function of a county
judge is to, basically, be the chief executive
officer of the county. It runs meetings
of a five-member board, including the
county judge. Every county in Texas
has a commissioner that represents one
fourth of the population of the county,
not land, but population. Just here, we
have a five-member commission. I’m the

Name: Joe G. Rivera
Hometown: Brownsville
Political Affiliation: Democrat
Education: Roy Miller High School in
Corpus Christi, Texas Southmost College
Occupation: Cameron County Clerk
Family: Married, four sons and one
daughter
Position seeking: Cameron County
judge
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I’ve been a manager and a
leader for over 40 years. I’ve held the
position of county clerk for 36 years.
I’m proud to tell you that our operation
is not only known in Texas, but it is one
of the best in the nation. I was picked
as the best county clerk in the state of
Texas. There are 254 counties [in Texas]
and more than half of the counties have
Republican county clerks. When you can
bring votes from the Republican side it
means that you can do the job. Not only
that, [it means] that you can get along
with people. I think that we need a strong
leader, a strong leader that will work with
the four county commissioners, a strong
leader that will work with the cities of
Brownsville, San Benito, Harlingen, the
Port of Brownsville, the Port of Harlingen,
the small towns like Santa Rosa, South
Padre Island, Port Isabel, Combes, La
Feria and Los Fresnos, so that we can
work on bringing better jobs to this area.
That’s been my main goal, to work with
other people, and I’ve worked with other
people to get things accomplished here in
Cameron County.”
How many terms have you served
as Cameron County clerk? “Nine
terms. Nine times four is 36. Now, to get
elected for nine terms in any position you
must be doing something right.”
What accomplishments did you
achieve in your previous terms?
“[Our office] has been able to combine
technology with great service, and our
office is known throughout the state
of Texas and the nation as one of the
best. When the United Way of Southern
Cameron County was floundering, and
needed a leader to head the campaign,
they went to the county. They could’ve
picked anybody else, but they wanted a
leader that could turn things around. I’m
proud to tell you that during my first term
as chairman of the United Way campaign
fund, we almost hit $1 million. I think I’m
the only one that has served two terms as
chairman. There’re politicians that come
to take and others that come to give, and
I’m proud to tell you that I came to the
table to give.”
What are the duties of a county
judge? “The county judge is like
the mayor of a town. He heads the
commissioners’ court and is the top
administrative position in the county.
He presides over the commissioners’
court meetings. They hire and fire most
of the administrative positions, like the
HR director, the maintenance people

Name: Oscar X. Garcia
Hometown: Brownsville
Political Affiliation: Republican
Education: Doctorate of jurisprudence
from the University of Texas at Austin
School of Law
Occupation: District judge for the
357th District Court
Family: “I am married to Dr. Lisa
Garcia. She is the superintendent for the
Point Isabel School District. I have four
wonderful children; two have graduated
college and two are in college. My father
was Luciano “Lou” Garcia, who was a
customs officer at the bridge for many
years. My mother is Linda Garcia. She
lives here in Brownsville.”
Position seeking: Judge of the 357th
District Court
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I have developed judicial
experience long before I ever became a
judge of this court. I was a board member
of the Texas State Board of Dental
Examiners, where we presided over
dental licenses. I was a board member of
the Attorney Grievance Panel, where we
presided over attorney licenses. I was a
member of the College of the State Bar
[of] Texas, which means that I am the
author of several legal papers. I was on
the faculty of the State Bar Texas Workers
Compensation seminars and frequent
speaker at workers compensation
seminars. I have handled over 100 civil
trials and over 40 appeals, and I have
been the judge of and the only candidate
with judicial experience as I have been
the district judge handling many cases
for well over a year.”
How many terms have you served
as 357th District Court judge? “I am
completing the unexpired term of retiring
judge Leonel Alejandro. I was appointed
by Gov. Rick Perry to the position.”
What are the duties of a district
court judge? “The court is a court of
general jurisdiction, which means that I
preside over criminal and civil cases on a
daily basis. Anything from a simple name
change to a capital murder case.”
What accomplishments did you
achieve in your previous term? “In
the well over a year that I have been the
district judge we have cleared the backlog
of cases that we inherited. We were the
most productive court for three months
in a row in the resolution of cases. … We
have taken a stand against the corruption
that has plagued our courthouse and
resulted in the convictions of Judge Abel
Limas and District Attorney Armando
Villalobos.”
Why are you running for election
as 357th District Court judge? “To
continue our promise to the people of
Cameron County to keep corruption
out of the courtroom and to restore the
public’s faith in our judicial system.”
What challenges does the 357th
District Court face and how will you
address them? “The main challenge

Name: Juan Magallanes
Hometown: Brownsville
Political Affiliation: Democrat
Education: Doctorate of jurisprudence
from
Texas
Southern
University
Thurgood Marshall School of Law in
Houston
Occupation: Attorney
Family: “I am one of eight [children]
born to Juan and Margarita Magallanes.
… I am divorced and currently married.
From my first union, I have a daughter,
Siena Paloma. She’s 25. And, I am
currently married to Esther Farias and
we have two children, two boys. Their
names are Joaquin Atticus [age 10] and
Seneca Cruz Magallanes [age 12].
Position seeking: 357th District Court
judge
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I think that my experience is
what sets me apart from my opponent.
I have been a trial lawyer for most of
those 34 years that I have practiced law.
A trial lawyer is, basically, a lawyer that
spends a lot of time in the courtroom,
whether it’s defending or presenting
cases, and I have done it in three areas
of law, which is criminal law, family law
and civil law. So my experience as a trial
lawyer equips me a lot better to assume
the responsibilities and demands to be a
judge in this court because I know what
is going on in that courtroom. … I believe
it has also equipped me to fairly, honestly
and in a just manner dispense justice to
the litigants or the defendants. I also
acquired the skill and wisdom necessary
to do this job.”
Why are you running for election as
357th District Court judge? “Because
I believe I possess far more experience,
skills and qualifications to discharge
what that court demands. I believe that
I am better equipped. I believe that after
34 years of actively practicing law in a
courtroom gives me better perspective
than my opponent. In order for you to
be able to properly run that court, from
administrating that court to dispensing
justice, I believe you need a well-rounded
individual and after 34 years I think I am
that individual. I have been in courts
all over the state, outside the state, not
only in state court systems but in the
federal court system and during those
experiences I have picked up a lot of
ideas I think can … implement in the
court to improve justice.”
What challenges does the 357th
District Court face and how will you
address them? “Some of the challenges
it faces is the business of running the
court in association with the various
departments that it needs to work with in
order to make it run smoothly, in order to
make sure nothing falls into the cracks. …
Also, the challenges are to help along with
the rest of the judiciary … help in a united
way to restore the integrity to the court
by being transparent, being fair, being
just, keeping in mind the responsibilities

See CASCOS, Page 14

See RIVERA, Page 14

See GARCIA, Page 14

See MAGALLANES, Page 14
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Experiencing the obstacles
Andrea Torres

Mendoza said she learned that there are
many people that one would not know
have a disability.

Students also learned how the blind
use Braille to communicate and had their
names written in Braille, played bingo
using American Sign Language and
learned to sign their name.
Ana Victoria De La Garza said the
bingo game was her favorite activity
because she “learned a little bit about the
alphabet.”
“I also learned a few signs like ‘want,’
‘help,’ ‘eat’ [and] ‘lunch,’’’ De La Garza
said. “It was really fun, actually; it gives
you an idea of how another culture really
is about.”
The student organization Active
Minds, a support group for students
who have psychological disabilities, had
an information table. At the Assistive
Technology booth, visitors learned
how students with disabilities can have
alternate format textbooks, computers
with speech and Braille output,
magnification software and closedcircuit televisions to magnify print and
screen readers and scanners.
Wilder said students who have
questions, concerns or would like to
know more about the disability services
provided at UT Brownsville may visit
him in Cortez Hall 129 or call 882-7374.

student without experiencing stress,” she
said. “My professor couldn’t understand
that my experiences with anxiety aren’t
necessarily what everyone else’s is
because it is amplified.”
Because of her anxiety, Camero said
there were days where she thought she
couldn’t make it outside her front door,
but thanks to the support from her
husband, she is able to do so. She also
listens to inspirational songs that elevate
her mood.
Eric Martinez, who graduated from UT
Brownsville with a bachelor’s degree in
computer information systems, is deaf
due to contracting meningitis when he
was 4 years old. His parents enrolled him
in a school in Matamoros. The school was
not specialized for deaf students and so
he had to learn how to read lips and make
gestures to communicate with others. At

9 years old, he started learning American
Sign Language.
“Then my parents found out that there
was a school here in Brownsville for the
deaf. … That’s where I started socializing
more with the deaf.”
One year into pursuing his master’s
degree, Martinez decided to open Louie’s
New York Pizzeria.
“I feel accomplished because … now I
have a thriving business,” he said.
Two other panelists, Elias Torres, a
sophomore communication major, and
Ashley Ramos, a freshman business
major, shared their stories during the
forum.
A
question-and-answer
session
followed the discussion, but students
in the audience mainly thanked the
panelists for their bravery in opening up
about their struggles.

THE COLLEGIAN

Tracing a pattern on a piece of paper
that you can view only from a mirror is
tough. That’s what students learned at
the “Experiencing Dyslexia” table that
was part of the Accessibility Awareness
Fair.
Finance freshman Felipe Zamorano
said this activity was “pretty tough.”
“To move the pencil across the paper, it
wasn’t easy at all,” Zamorano said. “And I
had a really hard time; I can only imagine
what [people with dyslexia] go through
every day.”
The fair, held Wednesday outside
the Main Building, was part of UT
Brownsville’s observance of Accessibility
Awareness Week, (Oct. 20-24).
Students engaged in activities that
taught them about different disabilities.
Disability Services Coordinator Steve
Wilder said the Accessibility Fair is the
“celebration of abilities.”
“We can call it ‘accessibility’ because
we want to focus on how school, the
university life, can be accessible to
students with disabilities,” Wilder said.
“… Some people have disabilities but we

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Finance junior Ana Victoria De la Garza (left) and senior business major and Disability Services sign
language interpreter Maria Cabanillas sign words for Disability Services Administrative Secretary
Cassandra Alvarez (right) and biology senior Cesar Posadas during a sign language bingo game
Wednesday in the Main Building’s Gran Patio. The game was part of the Accessibility Awareness Fair
hosted by Disability Services.

at the university have the responsibility
to make it accessible and so we do that.”
Spanish education senior Paulina

Walking in their shoes

Students share their stories of
success despite their disabilities

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
UT Brownsville graduate Erick Martinez signs
as he explains about being deaf and how he
achieved his goal of opening his own restaurant,
Louie’s New York Pizzeria, located at 3380
Ruben M. Torres Blvd. Martinez was among five
people who spoke about learning to live with
their disabilities in the panel discussion titled,
“In Our Shoes.”

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

The Disabilities Services Office hosted
“In Our Shoes,” a panel presentation
where students shared the challenges
they experience with their disabilities
and their success as part of Accessibility
Awareness Week.
“At the university level we are
concerned with ensuring individuals
with disabilities and access opportunities
for success,” Steve Chamberlain, an
education psychology and leadership
studies associate professor, said during
the event, held Thursday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. “We know from
experience that given enough access and
support, students will thrive in a college
environment.”
The panel was composed of five
students with disabilities such as

dyslexia, anxiety and bipolar disorders,
deafness and blindness.
Victoria Bouchot, a senior early
childhood through sixth grade bilingual
education major, shared her experience
with dyslexia and dyscalculia.
Bouchot said she has trouble reading
big numbers and counting money.
“I cannot divide or multiply, I need
paper and pencil, it takes me a long time
to process numbers,” she said.
The problem she has with math was
one of the reasons she had to leave high
school. She attended a charter school for a
few years and later moved to Matamoros,
Mexico, to get a teaching degree. Because
of the problems across the border, she
decided to enroll at UT Brownsville.
“It’s been very hard for me because I
don’t like other people pointing fingers
at me,” Bouchot said. “The whole
acceptance part has been very difficult
for me. … I am 32 years old and I barely
accepted myself.”
Bouchot said she wants to help others
who have the same disabilities.
Janie Camero, a junior English and
psychology major, has an anxiety and
bipolar disorder.
“I first started [college] 10 years ago
and that first semester was actually my
last semester,” Camero said. “I ended up
being diagnosed at the time. … At around
the time of Spring Break and midterms, I
ended up having a breakdown. I cried for
three or four days, which led my parents
to watch me closely. ... My family saw it
as a character flaw and they refused to
look for help for me.”
Camero said growing up was difficult
but she was relieved when she was
diagnosed.
“I was able to find acceptance because
it wasn’t a flaw, it was an actual illness
that I had,” she said.
Camero said she sometimes needs
extra time for assignments and exams.
“My conditions are affected by stress
and, needless to say, you cannot be a

A look into dyslexia

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
A student writes a sentence by looking at a mirror held up by senior special education major
Fabiola Torres during Wednesday’s Accessibility Awareness Fair. The exercise aims to show
participants what it is like to have dyslexia.
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‘The most used and abused drug’

Panelists answer students’
questions about alcohol
during forum
Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

The Office of Student Engagement
and Office of Student Rights and
Responsibilities hosted “The Risks
Associated with Alcohol Abuse Open
Forum,” where professionals and
students shared experiences and
knowledge of alcohol abuse.
The panel consisted of Michael Holguin,
acting police chief at UT Brownsville;
Elizabeth Urbina, a prevention specialist
with Behavioral Health Solutions of
South Texas; Lynn Black, a substance
abuse counselor at UTB; Lisa Calloway,
a junior psychology major; and Luis
Figueroa, a junior biomedical sciences
major.
Sophomore exercise major Luis
Troncoso asked the panel: “What are the
drives that stimulate someone to drink?”
Black replied that “young people
usually start drinking because they see
that’s how adults have a good time.”
Because of that, young people start
drinking, usually beer, which can
sometimes lead to other drugs, she said,
adding that there are many reasons that

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
Lynn Black, a licensed chemical dependency counselor with Student Health Services, speaks about
the recovery process during the Risks Associated with Alcohol Abuse Open Forum, held Tuesday in
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. Also shown are (from left) Elizabeth Urbina, a prevention specialist
from Behavioral Health Solutions of South Texas; Lisa Calloway, a junior psychology major; and Julio
Figueroa, a junior biomedical sciences and psychology major.

are hard to pinpoint, but one of the causes
is that alcoholism runs in the family.
“I don’t believe that you are a bad
person for doing that,” Black said. “The
deal is that a percentage of those people
become addicted. You go from no use,
to use, to abuse, to addiction. … Be
careful because, statistically speaking, 10
percent of the people that drink alcohol
become addicted to alcohol.”
Holguin shared the story of a

Removing stigma from recovery

college friend who used to binge drink
at fraternity parties and whom he
encountered years later.
“What I didn’t know, apparently
his addiction to alcohol turned into an
addiction for crack and cocaine,” he said.
“When I ran into him he was already
in the process of burglarizing people’s
homes in order to … make some money
out of it.”
His friend spent several years in the

state penitentiary for stealing.
Troncoso asked the panel to describe
the chemical change in a person’s brain
when they start abusing alcohol.
“People don’t think about the fact
that alcohol is a depressant,” Urbina
said. “A lot of people try to make their
problems go away and they drink beer
and, unfortunately, that leads to suicide
and stuff because it brings people down.”
She explained that the little things
that make a person happy when they are
sober won’t make them feel happy once
they start abusing alcohol because they
feel that alcohol is the only thing that will
make them feel happy.
“You won’t be able to feel that
happiness anymore,” Urbina said. “You
are going to think that alcohol will make
you happy again, but the reality is you
will never be able to feel the same again.”
She said that the more a person drinks,
the more depressed they feel when they
are not drinking alcohol.
“The reason why you don’t feel normal
anymore is because some of your neurons
shut down,” Figueroa said. “Because you
don’t feel normal you go and do it again
and you just want to feel normal. The
only way to get back to that normality is
to stop using it.”
Black added that when people say that
alcohol is a depressant, it also refers to

See FORUM, Page 15

Obstacles posed by alcohol

Héctor Aguilar/ Collegian

Students attend the screening of “The Anonymous People,” a film about the difficulties substance
abusers go through and the actions that are being taken to help them recover, Thursday night in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón. The event was sponsored by the University of Texas at Brownsville’s
Student Health Services.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

In the documentary, “The Anonymous
People,” the actress Kristen Johnston
describes herself as being in “longterm recovery” from an addiction to
pills and says “recovery” should not be
stigmatized.
Johnston is among many people who
speak about their experiences with
addiction and recovery in the film, which
was screened Wednesday night in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón as part of
the UT Brownsville Collegiate Recovery
Program.
“We want to make more of the
students aware of the possibilities for
recovery from alcohol or any kind of
addiction,” said Lynn Black, a licensed
chemical dependency counselor with
Student Health Services, which runs the
program. “We have support groups on
campus to help with that and we want
everybody to know that they don’t have

to continue using it if they don’t want to.”
Before the screening, Julio Figueroa,
a junior biomedical sciences and
psychology major, introduced himself as
a long-term recovery person. Figueroa
explained that recovery is not a “bad”
concept. It is just misunderstood.
“As part of the recovery program, we’re
trying to raise awareness about recovery
and resources that are available,” said
Samantha Airhart-Larraga, assistant
dean of Medical and Counseling Services.
“The screening of the movie helps out.
It focuses on showing what recovery is
about and helping people so they can
help someone else if they need help.”
“The Anonymous People,” produced
by Greg Williams, is about the more than
23 million Americans living in long-term
recovery from addiction to alcohol and
other drugs.
“The thing that struck me the most
was how people associated negative
connotations into saying they’re an
addict,” junior biomedical sciences

See ANONYMOUS, Page 14

Karina Aguirre/Collegian

Freshman nursing major Graciela Rodriguez rides a tricycle wearing “drunk” goggles, which simulate
the effects of alcohol during the “I’m Not as Think as You Drunk I Am” event Wednesday on the
Student Union lawn. The event was part of the UT Brownsville’s observance of National Collegiate
Alcohol Awareness Week.

Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN

UT Brownsville’s Student Affairs
Division and University Police hosted
the “I’m Not as Think as You Drunk I
Am” event in observance of National
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week.
Held Wednesday on the Student Union
lawn, the activities simulated what it is
like to be under the influence of alcohol.
“We know there’s going to be
opportunities out there,” Student

Engagement Director Heather Olague
said during the event. “They’re gonna
be put in positions and we want them to
make the responsible decisions. … There
are serious consequences for decisions
that they make and it can really impair
how you see things.”
Dozens of UTB students participated
in the event, which included an obstacle
course with three challenges: riding a
tricycle, text messaging while walking
on a marked path and trying to knock

See GOGGLES, Page 15
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Before and After--Halloween edition

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
The Collegian’s Webcast Editor Albert Garcia shows off his zombified Halloween costume.

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

In this week’s “Before and After,” we
turned Collegian Webcast Editor Albert
Garcia into a zombie, one of his favorite
TV and movie characters.
To make this transformation, we used
Liquid Latex, Vampire Blood, a Woochie
latex appliance that made it look like he
had a cut across his cheek, Fausse Peau
(fake skin), black and white makeup,
zombie rot and blood gel—all made by
Fun World and that together cost about
$70 at Party City.
Asked what his favorite part of
Halloween is, Garcia replied, “More than
the candy, the costumes and the parties,
I love the thrill of fear. Halloween is the
night where we are all entitled to a good
scare, and it better be a good one.”
His favorite movies of the season are
“Halloween” and its sequels.
“They are genuinely creepy and
Michael Meyers is my favorite horror
film slasher,” Garcia said. “He never dies.
They shoot him in the first one and burn

him in the second one, but he comes back
for five more sequels.”
His favorite horror films are the “REC”
series.
“They are about zombie demons that
infest an apartment building. The whole
concept of possessed zombies is both
thrilling and horrifying to me.”
He picked the zombie transformation
because he has “a fascination with
zombies.”
“The undead concept defies reality,”
said Garcia, who grew up on hearing
supernatural stories among his family.
“The supernatural is a topic of heavy
presence in my family. We all have a
story to share.”
He detailed what happened to him one
Halloween night.
“One of the scariest things that ever
happened to me involved my bed sheets
being pulled off me in the middle of the
night,” he said.
Garcia had come home after a party
at a friend’s house, where some people
played the Ouija board.
“I left because I did not want to

participate,” he said. “I woke up that
night when I felt my sheets fly off me
and when I tried to get up, I felt what I
thought was a foot pressing down on my
chest and not letting me get up. I couldn’t
even speak or shout. I began to tap on my

wall and my dad came and knocked on
my door. When the knock was heard, the
pressure came off and I was able to get
up. Scariest thing ever.”

10
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Joining art and technology
“Soundings” exhibit opens Tuesday
Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

“Soundings,” a multimedia exhibit by
Montana artist Sara Mast and members
of her family, will open at 6 p.m. Tuesday
in UT Brownsville’s Art Gallery at
Rusteberg Hall.
Mast is an associate professor and
co-chair of the Drawing and Painting
Department at Montana State University
in Bozeman.
“Soundings” analyzes the shared
identity of four generations of Mast’s
family. The main focus of her work is
her father, Gifford Morrison Mast (19141972), an early pioneer of American
industrial design, inventor, physicist and
an optics expert with a particular interest
in stereo optics, according to Mast’s
artist’s statement.
At age 15, Mast learned that her father
was diagnosed with a brain tumor.
“The person who was the anchor of my
life was already gone, though his body
remained. In three months, his body
would follow his mind. That loss shaped

me, and its echo has resounded in my
heart for 40 years,” Mast says in her
artist’s statement.
Mast uses her father’s drawings and
paints on top of them with colored wax,
said Alejandro Macias, a Visual Arts
lecturer and gallery director.
“I thought it would be a great
opportunity to kind of showcase artwork
that was kind of related to science,”
Macias said, adding that the project is in
collaboration with the Rio Grande Arts
and Science Festival.
The multimedia exhibit will also
feature an iPhone app that will measure
the heart rate variability or “heart
coherence,” which will be projected on a
screen and titled “Mapping Love.”
Mast will not attend the opening, but
will speak about the exhibit at 7 p.m.
Thursday in the gallery.
“Soundings” will be on display through
Nov. 14. Admission is $1. Gallery hours
are 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday
and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday. For more
information, call 882-7097.

The Collegian

Remembering
Father Mathew
Selma Yznaga, director of Academic
Advising at UT Brownsville, reads a
heartwarming letter remembering
the late Rev. Armand Mathew
written by former UT Brownsville
President Juliet V. García during
Tuesday’s celebration of what would
have been Mathew’s 92nd birthday.
The celebration was held in the
Student Union veranda. Mathew
was in charge of the Center for
Civic Engagement’s Kids Voting USA
project. He died on June 22, 2013.

The Collegian News Webcast
Anchors: Oscar Castillo & Leslie Ramos

Karina Aguirre/Collegian Photos
Hilda Ledezma (left), director of the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center, leads the Carlotta Petrina
Estudiantina in a performance of “Las Mañanitas” during a celebration of the late Rev. Armand
Mathew’s birthday.

Happy Halloween

Los C’lotes

& Dia De Los Muertos
By Clarissa Martinez

noticias en espanol
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Audiencia sobre Lincoln Park el jueves
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

La Ciudad de Brownsville y el Sistema
de la Universidad de Texas tendrán una
audiencia pública a las seis de la tarde el
jueves sobre el propuesto traslado de la
propiedad donde se localiza Lincoln Park
de la cuidad al sistema UT y discutir los
planes para el traslado del parque.
“El Sistema de la Universidad de Texas
ha dicho que necesita el lugar corriente
del parque para expandir y que, en turno,
dará a la ciudad seis millones y medio
de dólares para los costos del traslado”,
dijo la agente de relaciones pública de la
ciudad, Patty Gonzales, a The Collegian
en una entrevista el martes pasado.
El sitio sugerido para el traslado de
Lincoln Park está como a una milla del
sitio corriente y más cerca a la vecindad
Southmost en East Avenue y el futuro
East Loop. La ciudad posee cerca de 90
acres ahí y por lo menos 50 acres serán
para desarrollar un nuevo parque, de
acuerdo a una nota fechada octubre 9 de
Ruth Osuna, subgerente de la ciudad, al
comité asesor de parques y recreación.
El sitio sugerido también está en frente
de la planta de tratamiento de aguas
residuales sur de Brownsville Public
Utilities Board. The Collegian visitó
el sitio el jueves y había un olor fuerte
que surgía de la depuradora de aguas
residuales.
Al preguntar como la ciudad prevendría
que el olor llegara al sitio sugerido para
el parque, Gonzales replicó: “La ciudad
no es dueño de la depuradora de aguas
residuales. La ciudad no lo puede hacer.
Le pertenece a Brownsville Public
Utilities Board”.
El sitio sugerido también estará al
lado del futuro East Loop, que será una
carretera de cuatro carriles y se anticipa
estar bajo construcción para el año 2018,
sujeto a la autorización y financiamiento
ambiental
del
departamento
de
transportación de Texas, de acuerdo a la

Andrea Torres/Collegian

Una estructura de juego es una de las atracciones que Lincoln Park ofrece a las familias en su
localidad actual.

nota de Osuna.
Un análisis ambiental está en desarrollo
para mover el dique y el muro para
acomodar la alineación del East Loop. La
ciudad estima que TxDOT terminará su
certificación de cumplimento ambiental
en unos dos años. La ciudad y el público
contribuirán con el diseño del East Loop
para asegurar que el parque sugerido esté
conectado con la vecindad Southmost.
De acuerdo a la nota de Osuna, el
comité asesor puede contemplar tres
opciones para recomendar a la Comisión
de la Ciudad de Brownsville:
--que la comisión apruebe no trasladar
Lincoln Park en este momento, cual
puede “atrasar el crecimiento y la
expansión de UT Brownsville” y “pondrá
en riesgo la oferta del sistema UT de
proveer $6.5 millones para el traslado de
Lincoln Park;
--que la comisión apruebe el traslado
del parque a otro sitio más accesible a la
comunidad y reservar los $6.5 millones
para el desarrollo de un nuevo parque;

--que la comisión apruebe el traslado
de Lincoln Park al sitio sugerido con
financiamiento total en la suma de $6.5
millones para la compra de propiedad
para tener acceso y salida al nuevo lugar,
instalación de todos los servicios públicos
necesarios, traslado o reemplazo de todo
servicio corriente que están incluidos en
el Lincoln Park actual. El parque no será
menos de 50 acres en total. Cualquier
fondo que reste después de que todos los
servicios sean construidos en el nuevo
sitio deberá ser reservado para mejorar
el nuevo sitio del parque como resultado
del transado del dique y el muro que será
parte del desarrollo del East Loop.
Esto proveerá a la comunidad un lugar
que puede ser desarrollado dentro de
los próximos dos a cinco años mientras
tienen acceso al sitio de Lincoln Park
corriente durante este tiempo sin
interrupciones a servicios de parques y
recreaciones que están en Lincoln Park
actualmente. Esto también asegura que
la comunidad será compensada por

completo por medio de construcción
y/o mejoramiento de todos los servicios
del parque como existen actualmente o
fueron planeados para Lincoln Park.
El personal de la ciudad recomienda C,
la última opción.
El sitio corriente de Lincoln Park está
sobre 47.96 acres en West University
Boulevard, cerca de UTB.
Gonzales dijo que UTRGV necesitará
extender el campus para acomodar cerca
de 20,000 estudiantes. Se anticipa llegar
a esa matriculación para el año 2030, de
acuerdo a la nota.
“Sin lugar adecuado para un campus
urbano, el Sistema UT tendrá que
trasladar su campus a otro lugar
posiblemente fuera del centro de
Brownsville. UT Brownsville, en este
momento, es un catalizador para la
renovación del centro, así que la ciudad
espera mantener la universidad en el
centro”, ella dijo.
Gonzales dijo que los $6.5 millones que
el Sistema UT dará a la ciudad, permitirá
que construyan el parque más cerca de la
vecindad de Southmost con los mismos
servicios que aquellos del Lincoln Park
actual.
“Exactamente los mismos servicios
serán parte de un proceso de participación
pública, así también como el desarrollo
del propio parque”, ella dijo. “Entonces,
como el Sistema UT ha asegurado que no
necesita la propiedad de inmediato, los
ciudadanos continuarán disfrutando de
Lincoln Park mientras que se construye
el nuevo parque. Así que la meta es no
tener interrupciones de uso de ningún
programa de parque o actividades que
están sucediendo”.
El sitio para el traslado del parque fue
sugerido por empleados de la Ciudad
de Brownsville quienes dijeron que la
propiedad cumple con las normas.
Una decisión final sobre trasladar el
parque será hecha después de la audiencia
pública del jueves.La audiencia se llevará
a cabo en el parque Tony Gonzalez,
ubicado en 34 Tony Gonzalez Drive.

Compromiso a ayudar

Calaveras literarias
Mónica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Ya llega el mes de noviembre
Con una hermosa tradición
De flores se llenan los panteones como
es costumbre
Y para muchos motivos de felicitación

La más feliz de todas es la muerte
Que espera correr con suerte
Para poder llevarse a cuantos
distraídos estén
Y esperando que los seres queridos se

manifiesten
Los difuntos ya van a llegar
Llenos de alegría porque vendrán a
visitar
A los fieles familiares que ya están
preparados
Para recibir a los invitados
Guiando el camino a los altares
Están las velas y flores de todos colores
Los difuntos emocionados estaban
Añorando un champurrado junto con
un de pan de muerto

Oscar Castillo/Collegian
Christian Mendoza, estudiante en su último año de su licenciatura en química, se compromete
a ser responsable y ser un espectador activo mientras toma parte en “See Something, Do
Something,” un evento que fue parte de la observancia de UT Brownsville de la semana de
conciencia colegial nacional de alcohol. El propósito del programa es enseñar a los estudiantes
cuando llamar por ayuda para salvarle la vida a alguien de envenenamiento por alcohol.
Mendoza después aprendió maneras de divertirse sin alcohol. Palomitas, información
y regalitos fueron ofrecidos durante el evento, que tomó lugar octubre 20 en el Paseo.

Visite nuestra nueva página en español en línea para más información vía
utbcollegian.com
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Lincoln Park hearing set for Thursday
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

The City of Brownsville and the
University of Texas System will conduct
a public hearing at 6 p.m. Thursday on
the transfer of the property on which
Lincoln Park sits from the city to the UT
System and to outline plans for the park’s
relocation.
“The University of Texas [System] has
said that they need the current location
to expand and they, in turn, would give
the city six and a half million dollars in
park relocation costs,” Public Relations
Officer Patty Gonzales told The Collegian
in an interview Tuesday.
The proposed site for the relocation
of Lincoln Park is off University
Boulevard, about a mile away from the
current site and closer to the Southmost
neighborhood at East Avenue and the
future East Loop. The city owns about 90
acres there and at least 50 acres will be
used to develop a new park, according to
a memo dated Oct. 9 from Ruth Osuna,
assistant city manager, to the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee.
The proposed site is also across the
street from the Brownsville Public
Utilities Board’s South Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The Collegian visited
the site on Thursday and there was
a strong odor emanating from the
treatment plant.
Asked how the city would prevent the
odor from spreading to the site of the
proposed park, Gonzales replied: “The
city does not own the water treatment
plant. The city cannot do it. It belongs to
the Brownsville Public Utilities Board.”
The proposed site also will be adjacent
to the future East Loop, which will be a
four-lane road and is anticipated to be
under construction by 2018, subject to
Texas Department of Transportation
environmental clearance and funding,
according to Osuna’s memo.
An environmental review is under way

Andrea Torres/Collegian
The Brownsville Public Utilities Board South Wastewater Treatment Plant is located in front of the
proposed site for the relocation of Lincoln Park.

The current Lincoln Park is located at 2100 W. University Blvd., near UT Brownsville.

to move the existing levee and border
fence to accommodate the alignment of
East Loop. The city estimates TxDOT will
complete its environmental clearance in
about two years. The city and the public
will contribute in the design of East Loop
in order to ensure that the proposed park
site would be connected to the Southmost
neighborhood.
According to Osuna’s memo, the
advisory committee may consider three
options to recommend to the Brownsville

City Commission:
--that the commission approve not
relocating Lincoln Park at this time,
which would “delay future growth and
expansion of UT Brownsville” and “places
in jeopardy UT System’s offer to provide
$6.5 million to relocate Lincoln Park;
--that the commission approve the
relocation of the park to another site more
amenable to the community and reserve
the $6.5 million to the development of a
new park;

--that the commission approve
the relocation of Lincoln Park to the
proposed site with full funding in the
amount of $6.5 million to be used to
purchase land for ingress and egress to
the new site, installation of all necessary
utilities, relocation or replacement of
all amenities currently included in the
existing Lincoln Park. The park would
be no less than 50 acres in total. Any
funding remaining after all the amenities
are built at the new site should be
reserved to enhance the new park site as
a result of the relocation of the levee and
border fence which would be part of the
development of East Loop.
This option provides the community
with a site which can be developed
within the next two to five years while
having access to the current Lincoln
Park site during this time frame
and with no disruption to parks and
recreation services currently provided
at Lincoln Park. This also ensures that
the community is compensated fully by
building and/or enhancing all of the park
amenities as they currently exist or were
planned for Lincoln Park.
City staff is recommending C, the last
option.
The current Lincoln Park sits on 47.96
acres on West University Boulevard, near
UTB.
Gonzales said UTRGV will need to
extend the campus to accommodate
an estimated 20,000 students. That
enrollment is anticipated to be reached
by 2030, according to the memo.
“Without adequate space for an
urban campus, UT [System] will have to
relocate its campus to another location
possibly outside downtown Brownsville.
UT Brownsville, right now, is a catalyst
for downtown revitalization, so the city
hopes to keep the university downtown,”
she said.
Gonzales said the $6.5 million the
UT System gives the city will allow it to

See PARK, Page 15

Recycling plan kicked to the curb
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

With only three city commissioners
voting in favor, Brownsville will not start
a proposed curbside recycling program.
Allied Waste (Republic Services),
Redfish
Recycling
and
Cosorcio
Xochicalli submitted proposals to collect
the recyclables, with Redfish offering the
lowest monthly rate of $4.16.
“Redfish [Recycling] was the only
company that submitted a voluntary
curbside recycling proposal but they
would only provide the service if at least
4,000 homes are going to participate,”
Deputy City Manager Pete Gonzalez said.
Redfish would charge $10.83 per
month if the program was voluntary and
would provide complimentary recycling
services to all city-owned facilities.
The contract for the recycling program
would have begun on March 1, 2015, and
ended on Feb. 28, 2020.
RJR Engineering P.C., the city’s
consultant engineer, estimated recycling
would increase the city’s landfill space
by eight months and would generate
additional revenue for the city. The
current life of the city’s landfill is 41 years.
“By extending the life of the landfill
by eight months that means we would
have extra months to generate revenue,”
Gonzalez said.

Brownsville resident Craig Timmer
spoke in favor of the proposed ordinance.
“The first reason that I think we need
to have a recycling program is … our
natural resources of any nature are
depleting,” Timmer said. “We can’t
reproduce tin unless we recycle it; it only
comes from one place. The same thing
with aluminum, the same thing with oil.
We really need to recycle so we reduce
our dependence on natural resources.”
Other residents spoke against the plan.
“Brownsville can recycle itself,” Uresti
told the commission. “Why don’t we
build a recycling plant? Very simple.”
Commissioner At-large “A” Estela
Chavez-Vasquez made a motion to make
the program voluntary.
“Redfish was offering the service if we
have a certain percentage rate participate
on a voluntary basis,” Chavez-Vasquez
said. “… I want to believe that we have
4,000 residents in our community that
want to participate in the recycling effort.
I don’t think we have to enforce it on
individuals that cannot afford it.”
Mayor Tony Martinez suggested
tabling the ordinance.
“I think most of us would like to
have an environmentally progressive
pattern in the city, but I think there are
some economic concerns with a certain
segment of society that may not be able
to pay that particular fee, and I’m not

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Brownsville real estate broker Dutch Fisher speaks in favor of the Brownsville Curbside Recycling
program proposal during a hearing before the Brownsville City Commission meeting Tuesday night.
Also shown is Deputy City Manager Pete Gonzalez. A motion to approve the proposal failed.

so much worried about making money
for the city as I am to make the city look
better and more beautiful,” Martinez
said.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo
Longoria and District 4 Commissioner
John Villarreal voted in favor of Chavez’s
motion. District 2 Commissioner
Jessica Tetreau abstained. District 3
Commissioner Deborah Portillo and
Commissioner At-Large “B” Rose Gowen
were absent from the meeting.

In other business, the commission
accepted a grant from the Federal
Aviation Administration in the amount
of $1,088,000 for various projects at
the Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport.
The commission also accepted a
maintenance grant in the amount of
$50,000 from the Texas Department
of Transportation for projects at
the Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport.

sports
The end of the road

The Collegian

UTB Athletics prepares for its last NAIA home games ever

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
UT Brownsville midfielder Fabio Santos dribbles past Jaguars midfielder Sam Perico in the nonconference game against the University of Houston-Victoria Oct. 18 at the Brownsville Sports Park.
UTB swept the Jaguars 3-0.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

UT Brownsville will host its last fall
sports games as part of the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
and Red River Athletics Conference this
week.
“Reality is starting to set in a little bit,”
Athletics Director and Volleyball Head
Coach Todd Lowery said Wednesday. “I
think we’ve known for a while that when
you start getting down to four or five last
home games, you know, this time of year
reality starts to setting in.”
The school and the University of Texas
Pan American will consolidate next fall
and become UT Rio Grande Valley, which
will be an NCAA Division 1 program.
“To be honest, I think everybody has
kind of been living up to what they set
out to do, which was to go out and have
the best season they’ve ever had or the
best season they could have.”
Men’s Soccer
Last Tuesday, the UTB Men’s Soccer
Team, undefeated as of press time,
moved up from the No. 10 to No. 7 spot
on the NAIA Coaches Top 25 Poll.
The men will face off against the
Huston-Tillotson University Rams at 3
p.m. Thursday and against the University
of St. Thomas-Houston Celts at 7 p.m.
Saturday for its Senior Night game. Both
games will be played at the Brownsville
Sports Park.
“It’s going to be exciting,” Head Coach
Dan Balaguero said Tuesday. “You
know, hopefully, we can be undefeated.
St. Thomas is an excellent team in the
conference. They won nine straight
games before they played us. Tillotson,
that’s going to be a very difficult game for
us, and we’re excited for that.
Last Thursday, the Ocelots, with a
15-0 record at press time, defeated the
Wiley College Wildcats 2-1 in Marshall
and played against the Louisiana State
University-Alexandria Generals last
Saturday in Louisiana. Results were not
available at press time.
On Oct. 16, the men’s team swept the
University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars
3-0 in a non-conference game at home.
Senior midfielder Victor Parreiras
claimed the RRAC Men’s Soccer Offensive
Player of the Week (Oct. 13-19.)

Women’s Soccer
In women’s soccer, UTB will host
the Huston-Tillotson University Rams
at 1 p.m. Thursday in its Senior Day
game and the University of St. ThomasHouston Celts at 5 p.m. Saturday in its
Parents’ Day game.
As of press time, UTB’s overall record
was 7-4-2.
The Ocelots lost against the Wiley
College Wildcats 0-1 in Marshall and
battled the Louisiana State UniversityAlexandria Generals last Saturday in
Louisiana. Results were not available at
press time.
UTB defeated the University of
Houston-Victoria Jaguars 3-2 in a

Monday, October 27, 2014

non-conference game Oct. 16 at the
Brownsville Sports Park.
“It’s mixed emotions to be honest,”
Head Coach Helen Wagstaff said
Tuesday. “It’s going to be the last home
games ever. That’s kind of a big thing for
the program, you know. I think it’s going
to be emotional. It always is on senior day,
anyway, because you’re saying goodbye
to a lot of your experienced players. But
this year more than ever because we’re
saying goodbye to the program.”
Volleyball
The UTB Volleyball Team moved up
a notch in the rankings, tying for third
place with Concordia University in the
NAIA Coaches Top 25 Poll released last
Tuesday. UTB previously was at No. 4.
The Ocelots will take on the University
of St. Thomas-Houston Celts at 7
p.m. Friday and the Huston-Tillotson
University Rams at 1 p.m. Saturday in its
Senior Night at home.
As of press time, UTB’s record was
25-3 overall and 11-0 in conference.
“We have Senior [Day] on Saturday,”
Lowery said. “Big group of seniors this
year, so it’s always a special day for
them and then next up just get ready for
postseason play after that.”
For the eighth set of weekly awards
for the 2014 season, junior right side
hitter Anna Siruckova achieved the
RRAC Volleyball Hitter of the Week
honor and freshman setter Tina Sekulic
garnered the RRAC Setter of the Week
award.
The Ocelots lost 2-3 (25-19, 17-25, 2624, 15-25, 7-15) against the No. 5-ranked
Biola University Eagles Thursday in La
Mirada, Calif. Last Friday, UTB clashed
against the No. 3-ranked Concordia
University Eagles in Irvine, Calif. Results
were not available at press time.
Golf
The UTB Men’s and Women’s Golf
teams will host eight schools at the Ocelot
Invitational Tournament beginning at
8:30 a.m. Sunday at South Padre Island
Golf Club in Laguna Vista.
In the men’s competition, the
University Houston-Victoria Jaguars,
the Our Lady of the Lake University

See ROUNDUP, Page 15

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Ocelot midfielder Hanne Neby shoots the ball against the University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars in
a non-conference game Oct. 18 at home. UTB won 3-2.

Ospreys defeat Atlanta Kings
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN
The Rio Grande Ospreys defeated the
Atlanta Kings 2.5-1.5 Wednesday night
in the team’s ninth online chess match in
the U.S. Chess League.
Grandmasters Anton Kovalyov and
Andrey Stukopin won their games,
Woman International Master Alejandra
Guerrero lost her game and junior Jeffrey
Serna drew his game.
With one match to go in the regular
season, the Ospreys are in second place
in the Western Division of the U.S. Chess
League.
The top three teams in each division

will qualify for the
playoffs. The Ospreys
can qualify with a win
or draw in their final
regular season match.
At 8 p.m. Wednesday,
the Ospreys will face the
Arizona Scorpions n their final match of
the regular season.
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Athlete of the Week

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Name: Shalma Picado
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Law and Justice Studies
Sport: Cross-country
Hometown: Brownsville
Who is your favorite athlete? “Both
my teammates. They’re the captains,
David Guillen and Vanessa Garcia. They
teach me not to give up even though
we’re in a hard time. They always push
me in practice and in competitions.”
Who is your role model? “My dad.
He has always taught me to not give up
even though hard times come in life,
[to] always follow my dreams, and that’s
what I’m doing.”
What is the best advice you’ve
ever been given and by whom? “I
would say my doctor. I have been under
a treatment, and he told me it was … to
give up or not, it was all on my own, and
I had to decide what I wanted, and if I
wanted to keep running, and, thank God,
I kept running.”
What do you like to do for fun? “I like
to work out and be with my teammates
and, well, running has always been like a
hobby to me.”
When did you begin cross-country
and why did you start playing? “I
started my freshman year in high school.
It was 2009. It was out of the blue. I didn’t
know what running was and I couldn’t
even run a lap before, and after that, like,
in the first meet, I got a few awards and
that’s how I decided to keep doing it.”
Which awards did you receive? “I
got a few city champs and district champ
awards, such as trophies and medals.”
What are your goals for the season?
“The girls are looking pretty good. Last
year we go second, it was runner-up and
this year we’re hoping to get first place
and the whole team to go to nationals,
even with the new recruits.”
What is your favorite movie? “It’s ‘If
I Stay.’ It was really dramatic but it made
me learn some lessons. It happens in real
life and it’s [whether] to keep on going in
life or just give up at the moment.”
Is there a song that gets your head
in the game? “There’s lots, but I can’t
remember any names though.”
What are your plans for the Fall
2015 semester? “For athletics, it’s
really tough right now, where crosscountry’s going to end up but, hopefully,
both teams are looking pretty good,
so if both of us, we’re hoping we go to
nationals, it’d probably set in stone that
we might keep cross-country here and
be able to keep competing, even though
we’re going to end up competing Divison1
instead of RRAC.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

Visit us at www.utbcollegian.com
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CASCOS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
chairman, basically, and the role of the
county judge is every day; every day is an
adventure. Keep in mind that the county
judge is not a unilateral position, where I
just sign everything that happens. It’s got
to go before a commission, everything
from the awarding of contracts to setting
a tax rate, setting a budget, adopting
and establishing policies. It’s not a oneperson show. It’s not a dictatorship; it’s
a democracy. Someone has to lead the
pack, and I’ve been that leader for the
past seven years, almost eight years.”
What accomplishments did you
achieve in your previous terms?
“There’s been a team effort. I think the
county judge sets the pace, is the leader
of this board, but I won’t take credit for
a lot of the accomplishments that we’ve
had. What I’ve done is I’ve led. I can tell
you a couple of things that I believe I’ve
been instrumental in. All of these projects
that I’m going to tell you about have been
here for a number of years. When I got
here, they were all here, whether it was
the I-69 designation, whether it was West
Rail Bridge over by Veterans [Memorial
High School], or whether it’s plans for

RIVERA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
and the health department, which is
very big. The road [and] bridge, which
is headed by each county commissioner,
but now it’s centralized. [The road and
bridge department] has thousands
and thousands of miles that need to be
improved.”
Why are you running for Cameron
County judge? “We need a Democrat,
a Democrat that will be able to work
with everybody, that will go to Austin,
that will go to Washington, D.C., or that
will go anywhere to get the funding that
Cameron County deserves. We leave a lot
of money on the table and we shouldn’t be
doing that. All the state representatives of
this county are now working as a region,
that’s why the two colleges were created.
The hospitals are now here. SpaceX came

HOMECOMING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
forever,” University Recreation Director
Arturo Olague said of the UTB’s athletic
teams, which will no longer exist after
the consolidation of the university and
the University of Texas-Pan American
into UT Rio Grande Valley next fall. “We
really want to honor them anyway we
can.”
Student Engagement invites all
students to wear something that reflects
UTB pride and cheer the UTB Ocelots
in their volleyball game against the
University of St. Thomas-Houston,
scheduled at 7 p.m. Friday in the
Garza Gym. Between sets, the 2014
Homecoming Court will be presented.
In the contest for Homecoming king
and queen, students can vote today
through Friday by donating to UTBrelated programs and scholarship funds,
including the Student Organizations
Fund and the new Ocelot Food Pantry
at utb.edu/donate. The voter’s choice
of king and queen by organization must
be entered in the comment box while
making the donation. The couple with the
most money raised will be crowned king
and queen and receive 70 points; first
runners-up, 65 points; second runnersup, 60 points; and third runners-up, 50
points.
“This is in the spirit of giving back
rather than a popularity vote,” Heather

on campus
the causeway to the Island--all these
things were sitting on a shelf. So what I’ve
been able to do, and I think I have to say
that a lot of it has to do with my political
affiliation, and there’s no other way to put
it and I know it may not be very popular
in South Texas, but really when you’re
dealing with a state leadership that is all
Republican, and it’s going to continue
being Republican, and we are down here
with all these Democrats, you’re going
to want to have a voice out there that is
going to listen. I’ve developed very good
relationships with the governor’s office
and with the General Land Office. I’m
on first-name basis with a lot of these
people. I’ll pick up the phone and if I
can’t get through to them, I’ll get through
chiefs of staff. I know who they are and
they call on a regular basis, so you have
that relationship there and you’ve got
to have that relationship or [nothing] is
going to happen. When I came on board,
I-69 was just an interstate designation.
I remember my predecessor was talking
about [the fact] that we are the only area
that doesn’t have an interstate, talked
about it for 12 years. Well, nothing
happened until I got elected. Then it
started to move. You have to give people
a reason to be electing people that have

some relation to the state leadership. So
what happened? I-69. I mean, you see
the signs now. They weren’t there before
I became county judge. The West Rail
across Military Highway, that wasn’t
there before I became county judge. The
causeway; we hadn’t done studies on the
causeway. So, there’s a lot we are doing
that just didn’t happen [before]. They
happen because I’ve been able to lead the
way. SpaceX wouldn’t have happened if
it weren’t for the leadership at the county
level.”
Why are you running for re-election
as Cameron County judge? “This
county needs a strong voice and you need
to have somebody that can articulate,
that has a track record of being county
judge and that is not afraid, whatever it
is. I’m not going to tell you that there are
a lot of projects that are undone because
I hear too many politicians say, ‘There’s
work to be done.’ There’s always work to
be done. I wasn’t going to run again. My
commitment was for two terms, which
I did. I was ready. I did my time and I
did my thing. When I saw the people that
were running, and I figured then who I
thought would be my opponent, and I
was right, I just couldn’t see turning over
the county to somebody that I didn’t

into being because of Mr. [Elon] Musk;
we didn’t go looking for them, they found
us. We’re in a perfect position [because]
there’s no other county that has what
Cameron County has. For example, we
have the beach, South Padre Island, the
navigation district and the border. We
need to work with all of them so that we
can improve the living conditions and
raise the pay scale in Cameron County.”
What challenges does the county
face and how will you address
them? “The Cameron County Regional
Mobility Authority is going to spend a
little over $1 billion in infrastructure
of the roads and bridges in this county
and we need somebody working up
there full time; this is not a part-time
job. Our present county judge is a CPA
and spends a lot of his time getting
contracts for himself. … The vote is the
most precious thing that an individual

has. Our veterans have gone overseas to
[provide] the right for our people to vote.
It’s disappointing to see that sometimes
we get as low as 6 percent of our voters
to come out to vote. We should be voting
in the 40s, 50s and 60 percent. If they
want change, if they want people to pay
attention to South Texas and to Cameron
County, our numbers have to go up so
that we can send our representatives
to Austin, to Washington, and they will
recognize that the City of Brownville and
the County of Cameron care about what
is happening and they will come out and
vote. If they don’t, nobody’s going to pay
attention to us. This is where the youth
come in. Our youth need to come out to
vote. It’s disappointing that they spend
more time at the beach than going out to
vote. It’s important that they vote.”
--Compiled by Alberto Garcia

Olague said.
Saturday
morning,
Student
Engagement invites parents of UTB
students to have coffee with UTB
President at Interim William R. Fannin
from 9 to 11 a.m. in the Main Building’s
Patio Paraiso (next to the Advising
Center).
Afterward, the UTB Volleyball Team
will face off against the University of St.
Thomas-Houston at 1 p.m. in the Garza
Gym.
“Saturday is our big day, what we are
referring to as our Ocelot Game Day,”
Olague said.
Following the game at 2:30 p.m., the
Homecoming Parade will begin in the
Cortez Hall parking lot and proceed to
the Brownsville Sports Park for a tailgate
party. Prizes will be awarded for the
parade’s best decorated vehicles in four
categories: campus department, alumni,
student organization and individual
student. Prizes will also be awarded in
the same categories for the tailgate party.
At the sports park, the UTB Women’s
Soccer Team will face off against the
University of St. Thomas-Houston at 5
p.m.
After that match, an alumni
presentation will take place at 6:45
p.m. honoring 12 UTB alumni: Cynthia
Graham, Rio Grande Valley market
president and South Texas district
manager for Capital One Bank, N.A.;
Derrik Juarez, attorney at law; Sandesh

Kadur, director of Felis Creations Pvt.
Ltd.; William Serrata, president of
El Paso Community College; Manny
Chacon, director of marketing and
business development for Harlingen
Medical Center; Karina Ulloa, test
engineer for Schlumberger; Margaret
Peña, response to intervention specialist,
for Crestview Elementary in the Judson
Independent School District; Dr. Marcia
Mares, pediatrician with CommuniCare
Health
Centers;
Angela
Burton,
director of the U.S. Small Business
Administration deputy district; Maggie
Bolado, sixth-grade science teacher at
Resaca Middle School in Los Fresnos;
Aimee Garza Limon, principal of Rivera
High School; and Maria RodriguezCasas, superintendent of the Mathis
Independent School District.
Following the presentation, the
Ocelot’s Men’s Soccer Team will compete
against the University of St. ThomasHouston at 7 p.m. in the sports park.
For more information on Homecoming
events, call the Office of Student
Engagement at 882-5138.
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believe was ready for primetime. This is
a lot different position than being county
clerk. The county clerk is an important
part of government, it’s [being] official
record keeper, but it’s a whole different
ball game when you come to his level. To
be at this level, you need to have a strong
educational foundation. I have that. I
believe to be an effective county judge,
you’ve got to know finances. I’m the only
one in this race that has a solid financial
background. I’m the one who has been
able to put the financial back into this
county that we didn’t have.”
What challenges does the county
face and how will you address
them? “It’s not so much that we are
facing issues, but I don’t’ believe that we
need to be going backwards. I believe
that we have to keep our fiscal discipline.
I’ve done that. I don’t want to revert
back. My opponent has publicly said
that he won’t raise taxes. He’s going to
go into surpluses to balance the budget.
He said that on the news the other day.
We’ve worked awfully hard to build up
those surpluses and now to use them for
operations, that’s fiscally irresponsible. I
want to keep this financial ship going in
the right direction.”
--Compiled by Alberto Garcia

GARCIA
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the court faces is a heavy case load, which
we address on a daily basis by starting
work every day at 8:30 a.m.”
--Compiled by Magaly Rosales

MAGALLANES
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not only to the defendants, if it’s a
criminal case, but also to the community
because we work for the community. We
are tasked with making sure that the
people that are not supposed to be in the
streets are not out there. To make sure
that people, when they walk out of that
courtroom, they have gotten a fair [trial],
know that it’s all being transparent …
know that it’s all being done from things
that are currently in that courtroom and
not outside the courtroom.”
--Compiled by Magaly Rosales

ANONYMOUS
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major Edward Yao said after the film.
“How they feel ashamed saying they’re in
recovery. That’s something that’s new to
me that I wasn’t aware of. Now that they
mentioned it, I started to see all of that.”
The film’s goal is to build a movement
that supports people stepping out of the
shadows and talking about their lives in
recovery, without stigma and shame.
“Anybody can need help, and if
you need help, help is here,” Student
Health
Services
Special
Projects
Coordinator Jorge Muñoz said. “We
have a great Student Health Services
that you’ve already paid for. We have an
LCDC [licensed chemical dependency
counselor] that can talk and go through
the steps of what it is.”
Muñoz is in charge of the “Think
Before You Act” peer education program,
a substance abuse and HIV prevention
program in which students talk to other
students who are facing problems and
what they can do.
For more information, call Student
Health Services at 882-3896.

The Collegian

ON CAMPUS

Obituary

Melissa Alexis Ortiz, 25
Melissa Alexis Ortiz,
25, died Oct. 19.
Miss
Ortiz
was
preceded in death by her
paternal grandmother,
Dominga Ortiz; greatgrandfathers, Enrique
Castillo and Heriberto
Hinojosa.
She is survived by her
father, Alfredo (Patricia)
Ortiz;  her mother, Ofelia
Hinojosa (Prisciliano)
Covarrubias; siblings,
Alfredo (Nancy) Ortiz,
Elvira Marie Palomino,
Maria Luisa Palomino;
a niece, Alejandra Ortiz;
maternal grandparents,
Ofelia Vega and Jorge
Homero
Hinojosa;
paternal
grandfather,
Benjamin Ortiz; and
great-grandmothers,
Marcela Castillo and
Maria Lilia Hinojosa
Elizondo.
A rosary was held Wednesday at Garza Memorial Funeral Home. Services were held
Thursday at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Interment followed at Buena Vista Burial Park.

FORUM
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the effect it has on the body.
“Alcohol depresses more than just your
emotions,” Black said. “When you first
take a drink you feel happy but if you
keep it up, pretty soon you will get into
the depressed stage. … Your respiratory
system, everything slows down, it gets
depressed. That’s what happens when
people die of alcohol poisoning.”
Figueroa added that the reason the
legal drinking age is 21 is because the
brain is still in a developing phase before
that age.
“You go from adolescence to young
adulthood to adulthood, so if you drink
before that age, you stop your emotional
and mental development,” he said.
“That’s why people who start drinking
when they are 15, you see them throw
tantrums, they get mad and throw fits.

It’s because [they] are not developing
correctly.”
Black agreed with Figueroa.
“If you have been assaulting your
brain and body with substances, it’s
going to set you way back,” she said. “If
you start using when you are 15 and you
keep it up when you are a 23-year-old
young man or woman, you are facing
the world like a 15-year-old child. So you
have this 23-year-old body but you are
acting like a 15-year-old child, making
decisions like a 15-year-old child. …
You are developing emotionally, you are
developing psychologically, and you are
developing physically. In all ways you are
developing.”
The forum was part of UTB’s observance
of National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness
Week. The Student Engagement Office
served students attending the event a
spaghetti plate and lemonade.
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Saints and the University of St. ThomasHouston Celts will participate in the
Ocelot Invitational.
For the women, the University
Houston-Victoria Jaguars, the Our
Lady of the Lake University Saints, the
University of St. Thomas-Houston Celts,
the Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Javelinas, the Texas A&M International
University Dustdevils, the Western Texas
College Westerners, the Ranger College
Rangers and the UTPA Broncs will
compete in Sunday’s tournament.
In the Alamo City Classic, hosted by
Trinity University in San Antonio on Oct.
20-21, the women’s team placed seventh
out of 10 schools.
Senior Veronika Vasquez led the
Ocelots with an overall score of 160,
followed by freshman Deana Portillo,
162; junior Angela Zepeda, 174; and
freshman Leanna Saenz, 186.
“We adapted well,” Head Coach
Daniel Hayden said Wednesday. “We
did as good as we could have done. We
struggled quite a bit on the greens, which
we’ll work on all of that this week and get
better for the home tournament.”
The men’s team competed Sunday in
the North Central Texas Intercollegiate
Tournament, hosted by Southwestern

GOGGLES
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down “stop signs” with a ball—all while
wearing “drunk” goggles, which simulate
impaired vision.
If a student failed to successfully
complete an obstacle in the course, they
were taken to “jail.” Pamphlets detailing
the consequences of abusing alcohol
were passed out to students, along with
key chains and soda jackets.
“I think this event is really helpful for
someone who’s never been drunk,” said
Luis Troncoso, a sophomore exercise
science major. “Just experience it and be
‘Naw, that’s not a good idea.’ I actually
fell and got hurt from riding a tricycle.
It’s a tricycle, not a car, and I fell, so
that’s bad and the thing is to get people
to see the bad effects of alcohol.”
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College (Kan.) in the East Texas city of
Cedar Hill. Results were not available at
press time.
Cross-country
The UTB Men’s and Women’s CrossCountry teams participated in the Great
Strides for Cystic Fibrosis 5K Saturday
in La Feria. The race was not a NAIAsanctioned race.
“It’ll be our last kind of a tuneup race
before conference,” Head Coach Sam
Buchanan said Wednesday. “It’ll give
them a chance to have a nice little speed
day, and, also, start tapering to start
working out a little bit less leading into
conference.”
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build the park closer to the Southmost
neighborhood with the same amenities
as those in the current Lincoln Park.
“The exact same amenities will be
part of a public engagement process
as well as the development of the park
itself,” she said. “So since UT [System]
has ensured us that it does not need the
land immediately, citizens will continue
to enjoy Lincoln Park while a new park
is being built. So the goal is to have no
interruption of park usage of any program
and activities that are going on.”
The proposed site for the relocation
of the park was brought up by City of
Brownsville staff employees who said the
land meets the criteria for the park.
A final decision on whether to relocate
the park will be made after Thursday’s
public hearing.

TOURS
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in between, according to legend, the
‘hanging tree,’” Knopp said. “Of course,
I’m sorry. Being a historian I can’t
actually claim that it actually was.”
After seeing the tomb of the first
bishop of Brownsville in the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral, at 1218 E.
Jefferson St., and listening to the story
of how “Frank Natus, the bartender,
stepped outside to have a cigarette and
was shot dead by one of the raiders”
during the “Brownsville Raid,” Knopp
took the group to Galeria 409 on East
13th Street, where the group heard why
its director, Mark Clark, believes his
gallery is haunted.
He told stories of the many paranormal
experts and psychics who have visited
the gallery to try to determine whether
the gallery is haunted.
“We just scratched the surface, there’s
been crazy stuff,” Clark told The Collegian.
“Another group of ‘paranormals’ came
in and really pi---- the ‘guys’ off. They
were doing recordings, and the only clear
recording that they got was, ‘Get the f--out of here.’ …
“They had electrical problems after
that. The camera fizzled, computer
fizzled, radio, CD player fizzled. Just one

Karina Aguirre/Collegian Photos
A tree inside the grounds of the first Cameron County courthouse was used for hangings, according
to legend.

thing after another, lights blown out in
the courtyard. When it started blowing
fuses in my motorcycle, it was time to get
cleansed.”
The tour ended with Knopp telling the
tale of Alfonso and the headless man.
“Seems that Alfonso was returning
home from a cantina on a stormy night,
when he was stopped by a headless

man, who took an ax and drew a line
that Alfonso could not cross,” Knopp
said. “Just after that, the headless man
disappears. Just then, lightning struck
on the other side of the line. Alfonso was
saved by the headless ghost.”
The “Murder, Mystery & Mayhem
Tours,” led by Cemetery Coordinator
Gene Fernandez, will take place Oct. 30 at

Mark Clark, director of Galeria 409 on 13th
Street, shares personal encounters with
paranormal activity that has taken place in his
gallery. Visitors to the gallery have reported
unexplained encounters, too.

7 and 8:30 p.m., with a limit of 30 people
per tour. Admission is $5 for members
of the Brownsville Historical Association
and $10 for non-members. To register,
call the association at 541-5560.
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